Annual Report: July 2005 to June 2006

OUR VISION
We are a group of people enabling the community to experience past, present and
future energy technologies and their impact on people’s lives.

Our main focus in 2005/2006 rotated around two main areas of development —
producing a viable working document in April 2006 for the establishment of a
regional energy museum and reorganising the interior of the museum site in
Herston to make way for additions to the collection and to provide space for new
static displays and a Gallery area for displaying historical photographs. However,
we still managed to accomnlich a oreat deal narticular' through partnership
projects, gaining media a tent )n and |, ub c recognit on fo : our efforts. During this
rery bisy refr, QEM hat taks ¢ 10the 's ~» forwal 1 to enst e t.at ur vis o is

» pu Id ‘cr ) esewn. nd fu ‘ure ger erati ns

Queensland Energy Heritage Image Gallery

The second stage of our Queensland Energy Heritage Image Galleryon the QEM
website was launched during the vear. The new additions to the <ite included photographs
of Gatton, Ipswich, Laidle ", For:ct Fill, Daybro and Upyér Ccoera.

The launch of the first stage in 2004/2005 provided images or 37 towns in Queensland.
More than 50 photographs were placed in the new gallery, which will enable QEM to
extend accessibility to its phctogriph c cotler ion. rh: list of owas 1n the first stage were
as follows: Athertor.. Aura hella, Barror Falls Biaudesert, Eedcu. e, Birdsville,
Blackall, Bowen, Ch.irlcviliz, ©hi2lilla, Clonci =3, Daly, Dirr ar handi, Goondiwindi,
Hughenden, Ilfracombe, Innisfail, Jericho, Jundah, Karreya, Kingaroy, Longreach,
Monto, Morven, Moss==n. Mrurgon, Nanboir, QOui'~is, Ric’.mord, Rockhampton, Roma,
St George, Tara, Tarcom and Tha gomirdal, Viado -ah axd W) 1.2a-a.

More photographs relating to Queensland’s energy heritage are being prepared for entry
into the image gallery.

Sister Museum Agr :emel t;

Two new Sister Museum Agreements were signed during the year.

On 27 March, the Ma, ¢ o Ful'oc Shire Coin:i sigaec tie decun :nt for the agreement
between QEM and th: Thar_on.inca: Hydre Fow>r { tat o1 Maszui 1. A joint project is
being researched for finalisation in late 2007. Thargomindah’s Hydro Power Station is
the first of its kind in Australia and is integral to the history of energy in Queensland.




In New Zealand, the Collection Manager of Transpower’s heritage museum
GridHeritage, which is based in Wellington, signed the Sister Museum Agreement on 28
March. The signing was attended by more than 80 employees of Transpower. QEM has
received the signed document. In keeping with the terms of the agreement, GridHeritage
and QEM will be planning a joint project on high voltage power for 2007.

The new agreements, together with the former Longreach Shire CouncilPowerhouse
Museum signing, which took place last year, strengthens partnerships between local
government authorities and regional museums with collections of a similar nature. The
sharing of knowledge and expertise in the fields of electrical technology and museum
management will be beneficial to all participants.

First Joint Exhibition Launch at Qantas Founders’ Outback Museum, L.ongreach

The first joint exhibition to be produced through OEM’s Sister Museum Agreement
partnership materialised or 3 M rc , Zu« SW th the laur n 01 wn exhibition in Long each
fouwCan sloaa s’ O tbac! MV aseur . T1e Longre ch Shire *iay ur, CF U,

C~ ciios lica rediare yresente ives ¢ 1d Longreact residents atte =#~ th~ en ng
aur h.

QEM’s Director, Jan, and Longreach Shire Council Powerhouse Museum (LPM)
Administration and Tourism Officer, Gary, worked together to present the exhibition 4¢
the Flick of a Switch, which intetwines oral histories from women in Longreach and the
surrounding rural are: s, w.th ‘m:yes and docun.ants n tie col'e:io1s of QEM and LPM.
Additional text provicea th: or *~ <tial tack zr »»1d tH th e intre cuct on of electricity into
rural homes and the a.iay o1 electricar appiiances, which the. becari.e more widely
available and affordable in the area.

While most of the stoiec ceclt w th ‘he seriod im.ne liately ¢fi=1 t 2 Second World War,
some told of events Hccurr n> less than ter year s agn. Sorae o1 th> women talked about
the struggles faced before the availability of a regular supply of electricity. Other
memories illustrated the joys exnerienced, particularlv by those women on remote rural
properties, when they werc able to have :lectrizity ‘it th e flici- H" a switch’ and purchase
new electrical appliaices 12 the heme to igawn thie ord cf hcusehold chores. There
were also memories from the women relating to the powerhouse at Longreach.

To correspond with tie 1ainc1 o. the ext ibitior, the 10:a rudic s ation broadcasted
interviews with Jan a 1a Gery aboi't he ¢xhidition, the oral hist y component, the Sister
Museum Agreement »=< the pertner =userins. Fclleing tioJavnct, an article appeared
in the Longreach Leader about the exhibition and the two museums. QEM also added all
details to its website. "*=a'ly, since the erhibition voo“ime <o I'nk -with Women’s
History Month in Ma <h vhich s ar inif ati e Oi the Ausfralian V/cmen’s’ History
Federation (AWH), tl e exh bitibon v s arnorinec on the + WFi ‘ve:site. The whole
exercise proved beneficial to QEM and LPM and helped to gain local, state and national

recognition for the two museums. An extension of the exhibition is planned for 2007.



Tenth Anniversary of Powerlink Queensland

QEM participated in the Back to the Future programme, which was held at Powerlink on
13, 14 and 15 July 2005 to celebrate Powerlink’s 10™ anniversary. QEM’s display
included the QEM promotional banner, Information Packs, MEG information sheets,
membership forms, volunteer ‘expressions of interest’ forms and framed images of the
Edison Street Tubes.

Reunion of Electrical Contractors

The reunion for the former apprentices of the old Brisbane electrical contractor company,
Harry Dicks, was very successful. It took place on 19 April 2006 with 35-40 people
turning up during the day. The group organised their own lunches of sandwiches, scones
and soft drinks. QEM provided tea, coffee, biscuits and cakes. A group photograph was
taken as a memento of the day. Members of the group are arranging another reunion at
QEM in 2007 and some he e ag ee [ to | rti 1pate in QF .vI’s Jral History Program ne.

O -vsics o ~musel nsiteir tlude th: current b gh volta; e E -~ cal | preat ses

nd rait <rs, vh are basec at Rock ea. ’ ha been arrar. ved ' .at :acl nev ¢ -ou of
apprentices will be brought to the museum as part of their course. A stuaent rrom
Germany attending a degree course in a Queensland University also visited the museum
during the year. He translated the German language, which is stamped on manufacturers
plates inside one of the electric vehicles in QEM’s collection. Professor Gerard Ledwich
from QUT and Dr. Maedei, ciurreintly wo kirg for CSIRO Drov g i v sitors from Zurich
and QUT to the muse 1m. Th: g ~ p wer: in pr>~ed oy h:ob e:t: ind found the
exhibitions interesting aud iuformaidve.

Planning for a Ne v Fne gy Trall

Plans for a new Merorizs f Fneiov Treil (MET which w.ll mear der through the
Brisbane Valley is well under way. The Director meets regularly with members of the
Brisbane Valley Heritage Trails (BVHT) since RVHT established a joint Memories of
Energy Group (MEG inclidiag i e hires w th 1 the Br slane \ cllcy. For the first stage
of a joint exhibition to adverise ai.d aunch the GEV/BYVIIT pien (Cr a new energy trail,
the Toogoolawah Historical Society, whicn 1s part of the My, worked with the Director
to put together a display called Turning on the Lights at Toogoolawah. The exhibition
focussed on electricity coiin 2 t Tcogonlavzalk and wes annche . at Toogoolawah
Library in May for H.iiiag> Weel. ""he : chcolsin he Biishane "/all 2y attended at
various times while t 2 2xh’oit.on » 2201 <.splay av e I bic, . “he small exhibition was
the first part of a larger joint BVHT/QEM exhibition, Turning on the Lights. Sections will
be added periodically *=rake the larger 2xh'bit'on ==more .2se-rct on the various towns
in the three shires of ]'sk, MTariangn, Roselie ina Ferrval:/ _owoad ecea is collected. The
first stage was added o OE\(’s wehcite 1ol wing its launch a© Toc« oolawah in May. It is
a large joint project involving the Director with many volunteers and paid council staff in
the collective BVHT. The project will offer QEM further recognition for its outreach



work, its community involvement and will also increase access to its collection via the
website and through the displays.

Oral History Archive

On 28 June, the Director met with Lyall Frazer from Townsville and five other men who
are all former employees of the electricity supply industry in North Queensland. Lyall
had contacted the Director and mentioned that he knew some older ex employees, who
were still living in the Townsville area. A meeting was arranged in Townsville at Ergon
Energy Garbutt offices. Ergon provided a quiet room for the get-together and a welcome
morning tea. The men worked in various power stations in North Queensland including
power stations at Palm Island, Townsville, Hubert’s Well, Richmond, Julia Creek and
Hughenden. Oral history from each of the men was digitally recorded and photographs of
each person and the group was taken on the day. The collected oral history, which
included the men’s memories and experiences of apprenticeships, work relationships and
procedures will enhance QEM’s collection.

Tev Dsp y

\n:wca pl/c bin it was designe to b sus the Edisor Stre ¢ Tibe Th: abi et s
complete with sheiving and subdued lighting to enhance tne nineteenth century street
tubes. The story of the original purchasing and laying of the tubes in William Street,
Brisbane, and the eventual discovery and excavation of selected lengths of the tubes, has
been recorded on professionally-constructed panels, which are shown either side of the
new cabinet. The fina law ch of t1e 1ew dis)sla; has been posinoaedl until late in 2006
due to a conservation issue ir vo == 1g on¢ of th*1be: to b: dis) ayed in the cabinet.

Presentations

During the year, the ['irector gave ill istratec tilksat th: Abocy Muz2um in Caboolture,
the Museums Austre'ia (Cor fi renc=. -vhi th rvas F=ld 11 2 rigoene *h = vear, and at New
Farm Powerhouse for theBrisbane History Group ’s Energy Seminar. Various smaller
presentations were given to councils, regional musenms and local history groups
throughout the year, gener.lly as par of ‘he VIF.A3s’ | rog rimmi 2.

Regional Sites

Support from Nanang o Shire Co.nc | for a OE! regioacl aerzy huo in the shire has
continued. Chinchille Suirc Covneil also exjres<:d intercs in tic proposed scheme. A
consultant compiled .- =ow _egiona! »i*2 plou and QM wili ~2at nud to pursue the idea
and refine its plans for the future during 2007.

The Director also met =tk Suve Famer, tke Man~ge= ~the Tosmanian Hands-On Energy
Centre in Hobart in S»nten ber t 7iew th e alternctive teckaoloz 7 displays and to discuss
the operation and mar agem>=at HI t1c cenre



Pilot Museum Standards Programme

The Director was asked to be one of the Peer Reviewers for a museums standards pilot
programme, which is being jointly conducted in South-east Queensland and the Northern
Rivers area of New South Wales between New South Wales Museums and Galleries
Services (MGNSW) and MGSQ. The Director is the Peer Reviewer for the Abbey
Museum at Caboolture and the Queensland Ambulance Museum at Wynnum. The
Museum Standards Programme will provide a valuable experience for internal quality
assessment for QEM in the future.

Useful New Qualification

The Director attended and completed a Housing Industry Association (HIA) Greensmart Course
and has become an accredited Greensmart Professional. Topics covered in the course included:
design and operational issues for energy efficiency, waste management and water saving and site
impacts such as biodiversity, noise control and sustainable landscapes. One of the most

interesting sections covered ¢ .____us’ ... “inclt 0 newab' (. ctricity, wind systems, micro-
b>"+0 sstems, col>=hot watc -, phc ovoltaic ys' :ms, lightin , heat.ag ard co-ling, Hot we
serv e, va . ric s nd wverter -+ wl te goc Is

1

Lot Nev s
Brian Connor, who worked in the electricity supply industry for most of his working life,
sadly passed away. His funeral was held in Brisbane on18 April. Brian wasemployed by

Enertrade, QEM’s Cerporate Member. He was @ ster=ob svzporter of QEM and assisted

many times with the 1=laca‘icn ¢ f hictorical obiects f o 7 enn 7<cn 2ower Station to the

Herston museum site. His k-owiea g, experis2 ad i ssistence v ill He missed.

Technical Committee

Jim Simmers, a meraler ~* QEM s T :chaic: ' ‘urpor £ub-Conriitee, and David Cole,
whose former positions ‘incluaca Manager of Swanvank Sfower S.aiiown, met with two
representatives from CS Energy at Swanbank in May. The purpose of the visit to the
power station site wa; w view th' remairing ite 15 Sviarvank A tefore the demolition
was completed. It is r 'zzned ha. eny itetis vo thy o ‘re eatior vai'l be saved for QEM’s
collection.

Jim was also busy writing a technical paner for the Rrisbane History Group on electric
light coming to the B -isbane suturby, answering te -hnicel Juer es, a ting as a tour guide
for visitors to the mu seum, 2ss€ss11f tecnical viiects 0 «cces oring into QEM’s
collection and conducting research for a timeline, which an Energex staff member
required. Jim and Kevin Hesse also prepared draft significance statements for some of the
equipment in the colli:ctioi .



VYolunteers

There has been a reduction in the number hours of volunteer assistance at the museum’s
sites during 2005/6. However, there has been an increase in the number of volunteers
involved in the MEG, MET and Sister Museum programmes. In addition to the
attendance at the museum, which is shown below, Jim and Kevin undertook personal
research externally for the benefit of QEM. Therefore, it is difficult to assess the exact

extent to which both Jim and Kevin offered their time.

NAME VOLUNTEERING
HOURS
Eric Andrews 105
Jim Simmers 119
Greg Grant 88
Roy Hood 31

Kevin Hesse

"ouene 1icn the . =sider and the Direc o1 take this ¢ yportuait to suaeere’, v an a |
ur,aen ser anc ve untee s for the « <o .tint ed support. Wit' ou' the. = hs.p, OF 11 ou 4

not be able to operate and uphold our Vision. We will continue to ensure that

Queensland’s energy heritage is preserved for future generations and are committed to

improving access to our collection.

Significar~= Statements




